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$1,000,000 Worth of Pearls
of Good Size and Quality
Would Make Such a
Handful as This.

OR three thousand years—and
F nobody  knows lhow much
longer—the world's supply of
s been gleaned from the
by the same primitive
nilied Oriental able to
breath” for a minute and
a half dives 1o the bottom, thirty or
forty feet down—fifty feet at most—
fills 2 small net bag with as many
pearl-bearing ovslers as he can grab
in half o minute and returns to the
surface with his eateli.

In Lhirty centuries there has been
no real fmprovement in this ancient
and orizinal method of zaining the
most covered of all jewels.  Although
representatives of the richest jewel
markets of the world are always on

pearls
OCean’'s
method., A

"hold his

the i the pearl fishery sea-
son spite of the fact that all
the parianut pearl oyvster banks are
under fovernment protection  and
form a government monopoly, inven-
tive zeni has fuiled to supersede
the n + diver, .

At Australinn pearl fisheries

men equipped with the modern div-
ing suits und helmets, into which mir
is rrom

P ped the surface, are
employed, bul only where depths are
100 great to o negotiated by the

naked Oriental, aud even then with
ndifferent resulis. Efforts to make
1he diving bell useful in pearl tish-
ang have not bheen profitable,

All of which adds 10 the interest

of the announ went that American
cnterprise has devised a means of
antroducing machinery into the pear)
dfishing industry.
P The sitatement cabled from
Paris—probably clief of the world's
pearl  markets — that  Harry G,
Thomas, of Portland, Me., has per-
fected an engine-driven dredging an-
paratus which i capable of raising
large  quantities of pearl ovsters
from depthis which human divers are
unable to reach, With this apparatus
loaded on a sea-going steam vessel,
Mr, Thomas—so the dispatch savs—
5 about to eail from Marseilles,
France, to dredee for pearls in the
an Giulf,

Mr. Thomas is a son of the late
Major-General Henry G. Thomas, He

is

g a celeh I traveller and collec-
tor of cur ie= in all parts of the
world. In the last thirteen years
ne is said 1o have dissipated a for-
tune In this way-—with some assist-
ance  of the gambling games of

Monte Carlo, where he has o villa.

Iror the aceounts cabled from
appears that Mr. Thomas’'s
£ apparatus is somewhat on

lines

af the miachine bullt $n
ind for the purpose of recov-
Cris government treasure lost off

ofe of the entrances 1o the Zuyder
“e6 when the British frigate Lutine
wreeked there in October, 1780,
ides drodees and grappling hooks

ain featdfe of Hiie apparatue
. which is lowered over

is a long tub

A Large Pearl Photographed
in the Shell of the Oyster,
Where It Grew.

labor cue-third of
Lthelr catch—talie
only the full-

tha side of the operating vessel to
the bottom—thirty feet down—and
through which sand and everything
buried in it is drawn aboard by
powerfyl suetlon pumps,

It is understood that Mr. Thomas's
mechanism is capable of belng op-
erated while being gnided about over
n considerable area of the ocean's
bed, even while the vessel from
which it is operated is in motion.
Its chief value, however—if it comes
up to expectations—is its ability to
reach greater depths than divers can
attain, It s
an  axiom of
pearl fishing
that the great-
er the depth of
the oyster's
habitat the
larger and
finer the
pearls,

As already
mentioned,
pearls  hidden
in their mother
ovster at a
depth  greater
than thirty ov
forty feet are
seldom brought
to the surface,
Nobody knows

how much of
this sort of
wealth, unat-

tainable by
ordinary
means, is with-

in reach of Who Is Sailing for
AMr. Thomas's the Persian Gulf
dredging ma-  (oih 8 New Pearl-
chine. So long '

as he Ikeaps Dredging Outfit,

away from the
government-protected fisheries, th
whole ocean bed—within the reach
of his apparatus-—is his personal
pearl fishing ground. Tle claims, it
is said, to be abla to explore depths
up to forty-five and fifty feet.
According 1o the authorities deal-
ing with this subject, Mr. Thomas's
apparatus is not likely to be adopted
at the established pearl fisheries.
Its operations probably are too dras-
tic—likely to stir up and destroy
whole colonies of oysters of all ages
i valuable native beds, where they
have been fostered and protected for
centuries,

By the present methods of pearl
fishing there is no danger of the
vrofitable banks being destroved. It
i impossible not to leave sufficient
ovsters for breeding purposes. The
native divers—who receive for their

Harry G. Thomas,

grown ovsters, as
anly they are like-
Iy to contain pearls of value. Thus
all the young oysters, amounting
to quite a guarter of the stock, are
left undisturbed.

These old-established and pro-
tected banks—for example, those of
Ceylon, which have been fished for
three thousand yvears—are especially
rich in the best quality of pearls
for a reason discovered by biologists.
True pearls, contrary to the general
ideq, are not eaused by the irritation
set up by a grain of sand or any
other foreign substance which finds
its way into a tender part of the
oyster's organism from which it
cannot be ejected, They are the re-
sult of a disense, and the disease
being contazious the less outstle
disturbance of the thickly popaiat
el bedds (he larger the number ofr
the oxsters that will be affected and

produce pearls,

This is partienlarly true of the
very ancient Ceylon beds, which are
the world's chief producers of pure

pearls,  The disease mentioned is
caused by a tiny parasite, a little
worm, which attaches itsell to the

substance of the oyster, and be-
comes the nucleus of a pearl. 'The
irritation it sets up causes the ovsier
1o secrete an exlra large amount of

the same pearly fluid suobstance
which coats the inside of its shell
with the Dbeautitul and valuable
iridescent lining called “Mother of
pearl.’”  And thus a pear! is born
with the tiny parasite in its centre,
and continues (o grow larger and

more valuable thronzhout the life of

its oyster home, which about

SEVON yYears,
"The ovsters

is

within whieh the lit-
tle parasite referred to starts the
growth of a true pearl are really
not o¥sters at all, but a sort of mus-
sel—not much unlike the pearl-pro-
ducing fresh water mussels found in

geUplearls by theBushel from

@ |How an Energetic American, Aboard a

Ship Equipped with a Suction Pump

Apparatus, Expects to Revo-
lutionize Pearl Fishing

Methods Which Have Not
Changed in 3,000 Years

mai Americean rivers.
these fresh water
pearls that are

In f{fact,
mussels yleld
hardly inferlor to
those taken from the Oriental fish-
eries. One such sold in New York
City not long ago for $15.000.
Under striet government supervi-
sion the gysters as ithey are brought
to the surface, after tho divers have
received thelr one-third share, are
pliced in guarded inclosures where
merchants who have purchased them
unopened from the Government in
lots of 1,000 allow them to rot. 'This
takes about a week. Tho decaying
muss is then thoroughly sluiced with
fresh water, the shell, stones and
other debris are picked out and the
residuuin Is spread on lengths of
black enlleo to dry. During this pro-
ceas it is sifted for the smal pearls,
‘I'he mass is finally sifted, the last
time through meshes which will re-
tuin a pearl the size of a pin head.
Nevertheless, for months after the
fishing Is over jungle men and wo-
men may be seen scouring the sand

A Typical Scene at the Ceylon Pearl Fisheries,
Pearls in Rotted M

Showing Natives Under Guard Searching for
asses of Oysters.

Pearl Oyster Fishing in Deep Water by Men in Diving Hel-
mets—Native Naked Divers Are Preferred, but They
Cannot Reach Depths Greater Than Forty Feet.

for little “seed pearls,” muititudes
of which escape the notice of the
orlginal searchers,

It is probable that Mr. Thomas,
operating his dredge and suction ap-

paratne feom the dapl Af Wie ship,

will search his oysters as fast ag
they are caught, thus escaping the
stench of rotting shellfish which
makes life in pearl-fishing camps al-
most unendurable except to the une
fastiliome

nafivn

Some Very New and Curious Fashion Novelties t

Paris, Mareh 2,

F thie tuilor-made is mannish, what
I shall he sald of the latest 0x-
tremes in eut and makeup, They
ook almost ke stage costumes, but
are for street wear,
and women who want to be smart do
not heslilate appear in

de houlevards of Paris

1liey

intended

1o them on

1l lias been suggested that the Im-
portation of diances like the Tango
and the Grizzly Bear are more or
less responsible for this inspiration
of the designers,

And tlie colors! The woman who
wears a dark yellow skirt and light
vellow jacket does not hesitate to
put on a tan leather belt and a som-
brero, so that she looks as if she

had just come from the Argentine
plains—only no woman out there
ever dressed like that. They can

hardly be called elther heautiful or
graceful, for the colors are too glar-
ing and the skirts are too straight
and shorl to hiave any trace of grace
—but a very beautiful woman who
dares to wear a costume lilke this
and carrles it off is the envy of all
her friends—as well as of her ene-
mies,

Women have forgotten (hat the
basle idea of the tailor-made was
simplicity, and
Lhat they were
enmlating  male
attire hy it
They  have 16t
thelr faney fly,
and now.dare to
add so many
variatlons  that

it is ns odd and
feminine  costume, The  desizuers
have transinted masculine dress into
feminine terms, and in Piris von miy
now see feminide cowbovs, huntsmoen,
sidlors and students, with their big
collarg, broad shoulders, even neck-
kerelivefs,

It i5s no longer a skirt ana coat:
The skirt short, and the coat a bho-
lero, or long coat, according to the
caprice of the wearer, The tall,
majestic women are condemned to
long tunics, in dark colors, with
modest ornaments, it is true, but
siender,  petits,  coy women,  for
whom the newer styles seem ereated,
are doing all kinds of things, Their
fancy is eceentrie, but they are at
the same time trylng to correct nat-

niry as any other

ural defects. It they are too short
they wear the bholero to make them
appear laller, but the taller wormern,
who do not want to appear gigantie,
place the bet as low as possible, 1f
the hips are too slight, the Persian
tunie, with fur trimming, is called
into requigition. If the bosom i5 ton
prominent, the large Qrienta] sleavey
help to hide It. Tu faet, the tailar-
made calls into requisition al styles,
Ell ages and every color of the rain-
ow.

In sharp con-
trast with this in-
tensified masculine
tallor-made s the
equaliy  intensified
Muffy-ruffle  ldea,
now &0 prevalent
Women recognizes that
she is never so charming
#%  when she appears
ethercal, and she se-
leets fine tissues
and gives her
fizure  the ap-
penrance of
appesranee of
lightness and
joy. Irills and
furbelows are
the essentially
feminine, and these are
being cmploved for the
drapery of the gowns,
for the enffs, even up-
on the hats. The skirt
drapedd in tulle has’ an
airine=s and charm that
appeals to the masculine
eye, and while some wo-
men may  indeed  dress
for each other, there are
maiy who dress for the eye
of man. They have gone
from the extreme of plain-
ness to thls finest of drapery,
and skirts, walsts and sleeves are
masses of fine folds of the gnuziest
miaterial,

<0

She .hardly looks like the same
woman who was on the strect this

afternoon, for ehe has put off the
severe and the gutre, and is now all
the more charming for her typleally
feminine attire. It is expensive, but
what ecares she? The effect s what
she wants, and she gets it by this
fairy costume, which takes her back
to her childhood nnd makes
her look ten years younger
to her men admirers.

Silks and brocades are
much in demand. and they
fall in majestic folds upon
tall, slender forms, adding
to thelr dignity and beauty.
Some, it is true, affects the
“silhouette,” wrapping them-
selves in  black asllk anpg
wearing cloaks of white ye].
vet, trimmed in fur.

Others are partial to

Ince — which has a
great vogue, for It is
found on afternoon
gowins, evening gowns

and even combined with
fur,

Flounces, folds, over-
skirts, belts, everything
is being used, and noth-
ing I8 really unstylish,
Woman 1§ really a mass
of bits to-day, for her
dress may beegin with a
short skirt of mousse-
line de sole and con-
tinue with folds of
sk, rising to a kind
of jacket, in Louls XV.
style, with a broad cor-
sape, and_short sleaves
trimmed with  ohin-
chilln,

Or Madame may faney a soft silk
around her body, with two 1little
overskirts of mousseline de soie
trimmed with skunk, ending in a
puff at the back. But no one men-

tions the puff for fear it may
mean the return of the unsight-
Iy bustle,

Those (transparent robes are in

high favor, with their tunics of lace
or embroldered tulle, and o rose un-
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derskirt, or
way down,

The corset {8 never In evidence
any more, and the light tissues over
the bust reveal almost as miuch as
they cover.

As lo hats—the forehead must
now bhe shown, for the hats are
small, tilted to the slde, covering
one temple and letting the roots of
the halr appear on the uncovered
side,

Every detall of the toilette of the
stylish woman is exquisite—umbrel-
la, bag, shoes—each one of these de-
tails rises to unheard-of prices, for
4 woman may carry an umbrella
costing a hundred dollars and a bag
worth five hundred, and shoes made
to order may cost thirty

white, appearing half

dollars.

Extravagance runs
riot, for the tailor
made is soon out of

style, becaue it iz so
extreme, and these tul-
les and dellcate fabrics
last one or at
most two wear-

ings.

In evidences
brilliant  stripes,
Roman stripes

the wearers pre-
fer to call them
which are smart-

fashionable plaids
and more merci-
ful to the woman
who is unfashion-
able enough to
curve or two in

retain a
her figure. The Roman stripes, usu-

natural

ally of yellow, blue and red or
green, are wrought in heavy silks
and used in the main for trimmings.
They give a smart touch to the
severo turbans in use for early
Spring wear. Worn in high bows at
the back or side of the hat they add
a fine touch of color to a costume

and enliven the appearance of the
wearer,

=

o Be Seen in Paris

Stripes are al:o worn in .street
costumes, HBlack and white in the
early wool and mixed sllk and
wool fabries are the mwost popular
combination. Made with a white
wajstcoat edged with black braid,
and worn with a white and red pieot
edged hempen hat trimmed with

black it is most effective,

er even than the @
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